REMARKS : 

Claims 9-28 remain in the application for consideration by the examiner. 
These claims were rejected under 35 U.S. C. §102 (a) as being anticipated by 
U.S. patent No. 6,667,005 of Ishida et al (Ishida). The statement of this 
rejection is set forth on page 2 of the Official Action. The patent to Ishida has a 
102(a) date of July 13, 2004, the day it was published as a U.S. patent, or 
102(a) date of April 10, 2003, the date of publication of US 2003/0066577 the 
published application thereof. The present application has an effective filing 
date, based on prior Japanese Application No. 2002-297455, of October 10, 
2002. The effective filing date of the present application precedes the 102(a) 
date of the cited patent. Therefore, the patent to Ishida cannot be a reference 
against applicant's claims within the meaning of 35 U.S. C. § 102(a). 

Applicant is attaching hereto a verified English translation of the priority 
document, Japanese Application No. 2002-297455, of October 10, 2002. The 
present claimed invention is supported therein. Therefore, applicant 
respectfully requests that the examiner reconsider and withdraw this rejection. 

Based on the foregoing, applicant respectfully requests favorable 
consideration and a formal allowance of cledms 9-28. While it is believed that 
the present response places the application in condition for allowance, should 
the examiner have any comments or questions, it is respectfully requested that 
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the undersigned be telephoned at the below listed number to resolve any 
outstanding issues. 

In the event this paper is not timely filed, applicant hereby petitions for 
an appropriate extension of time. The fee therefor, as well as any other fees 
which may become due, may be charged to our deposit account No. 50- 11 47. 



Atty. case No. VX032563 
12040 South Lakes Drive 
Suite 101 

Reston, Virginia 20191 
(703) 707-9110 



Respectfully submitted, 
POSZ LAW GROUP, PLC 
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